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Documents and photographs from the Braun Archive 
relating to the third BraunPrize competition in 1972: 
 
Original press release 
 
August 1972  
 
Braun Prize - 49 entries short listed for final round – high level of participation with entries from 18 
countries 
 
After having careful consideration of the 158 entries which were submitted by participants in 18 
countries, the jury of this year's Braun Prize for Technical Design short listed 49 projects which will go 
through to the final round of judging. The three members of the jury - Dr. Fritz Eichler (Braun 
AG), Prof. Herbert Lindinger (Frankfurt am Main) and Alf Boe, M.A. (Oslo) - will choose the winner(s) 
of the 25,000 DM prize for young industrial designers and engineers at the beginning of November. 
 
This year's competition attracted more entries from more countries than the previous editions of the 
Braun Prize. The jury described the quality of the entries as remarkably high.  
 
The participants whose projects have been short listed have been asked to submit their design 
models and additional material for the final round of judging. 
 
Braun Prize 1972 - Judging Criteria 
 
- Quality of the concept and the task/degree of innovation and difficulty associated with the task 

(complexity and combinability) 
 

- Implementation/development of the principles and requirements; functional quality/usability and 
ergonomics 
 

- Feasibility, material(s), production, also with regard to costs 
 

- Design quality - overall, with respect to details 
 

- Social role 
 

- Quality of presentation, clarity of explanation 
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November 23, 1972 
 
Three winners share 1972 Braun Prize for Technical Design 
 
The Braun Prize for Technical Design was awarded in Darmstadt for the third time on November 23, 
1972. 
 
The jury awarded three projects prizes of 5000 DM each. The winners were the Automated Litter Bin 
System developed by Lothar Brendgens, Ludwig Littmann, Wolfgang Rebentisch and 
Peter Schneider (FRG), the Woodworking Machine by Nicholas G. Marchant (UK) and the Hospital 
Bed by Mordechai Rotenberg (Israel).  
 
The jury singled out another seven entries for special recognition awards, each of which was 
accompanied by a prize of 1500 DM.  
 
The Braun Prize is an international competition that seeks to promote young industrial designers and 
engineers. The 25,000 DM Braun Prize is endowed by Frankfurt-based Braun AG, a company which 
regularly picks up awards for the technical and design quality of its products. The prize, which is not 
linked to the company's product range or any particular subject area, is awarded in recognition of 
outstanding solutions to design problems with a technical dimension. 
 
The conditions of entry stipulate that the contestants must either be students or have been exercising 
their profession for no longer than two years and be no older than 35. The 1972 Braun Prize was 
awarded in cooperation with the Design Group of the Federation of German Industries. 
 
The jury, supported by expert consultants, were: 
 
- Dr. Fritz Eichler (Braun AG), 
- Prof. Herbert Lindinger (Frankfurt am Main) and 
- Alf Boe M.A. (Oslo). 
 
and assessed 158 entries from 18 countries. 
 
The top 26 entries, including the prize winner and the projects which received special recognition 
awards, will be brought together in an exhibition which will be shown in Germany and abroad. In the 
opinion of the jury, these projects are characterized by a significant increase in the general standard 
of the approach adopted to the respective tasks as well as the implementation of the solutions and the 
way in which they are presented. The specific criteria considered by the jury comprised: the quality of 
the concept and the task, the implementation of the project, its feasibility, design quality and social 
role as well as the clarity of the explanation provided. 
 
The automated system for emptying litter bins impressed the jury as a sophisticated and ambitious 
solution to what is becoming an increasingly significant problem for municipal cleansing services. The 
project was praised for its innovative character, logical design and the harmonious feel of both the 
overall concept and the individual details. 
 
Although the design for a woodworking machine is based on an existing type, it nevertheless 
represents a successful and creative approach which has its own distinct identity and is characterized 
by a greater clarity and simplicity of form as well as by great attention to the details. The jury singled 
out the increased ease of use and maintenance and the overall quality of the design for particular 
praise 
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The jury described this design for a hospital bed as a realistic response to a raft of current and ever-
increasing problems facing hospitals. They pointed out that it provided a number of benefits for 
doctors, nurses and ancillary staff, required less storage space, saved time when being transported, 
and simplified disinfection procedures. Furthermore, the overall impression created by the bed is such 
that it is also compatible with the psychological needs of the patient. 
 
Another seven projects were selected for special recognition awards by the jury: the micrometer by 
Ferdinand Greiner, the gynecological examination station by Helge Hoeing, the urban delivery vehicle 
by Matthias Peschke, the gymnastics apparatus by Dirk Scharnauser, the camera-projector system by 
Peter Schneider, the automatic analysis system by Bernd Scholz and the low-pressure welding torch 
by Michael Schwarz. The jury judged these projects to be of a higher standard than the other entries, 
without quite attaining that of the three designs which were awarded the Braun Prize. 
 
Speaking at the award ceremony at the Institut für neue technische Form in Darmstadt, Braun 
chairman Dr. H.-W. Herrmann said: "It is precisely because we regard design as a key part of our 
business activity that we attach such importance to raising the general level of awareness of the 
characteristics that constitute good design and encouraging its development." He went on to say that 
the competition sought not so much to reward the designers of the best projects but to encourage 
them to continue to create high-quality design solutions. 
 
End of press releases 
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Prizewinners 1972 
 
Braun Prize 1972 - 1st Prize 
 
Automated litter collection system 
 
DM 5.000  
 
Jury's analysis 
 
This design proposal for an automated system for 
emptying litter bins offers a solution for a growing problem 
facing municipalities.  
 
The task involved is both extremely complex and very 
important as the current situation looks set to become 
unsustainable in the near future.  
 
This solution stands out with its innovative character, the 
logic of the design and the harmonious feel of both the 
overall concept and the individual details.  
 
It also features interesting design approaches which could 
enable the practical implementation of the project. 
 

 
 

Designers 
Lothar Brendgens, Ludwig Littmann,  
Wolfgang Rebentisch, Peter Schneider, 
(Germany) 
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Braun Prize 1972 - 2nd Prize 
 
Woodworking machine 
 
DM 5.000  
 
Jury's analysis 
 
Although this design is based on an existing type of 
woodworking machine, it represents a successful and 
creative approach with its own distinct identity. 
 
This solution is characterized by a greater clarity and 
simplicity of form as well as by a careful approach to 
details, the combined effect of which is to make the 
machine easier to operate and maintain. 
 
The reorganization and logical redesign of the controls 
make it easier for the user to operate the machine.  
 
Another pleasing aspect of this project is that the overall 
quality of the design raises the standard in a specific 
product area. 
 
 

 
 

Designer 
Nicholas G. Marchant (Great Britain) 

 
 
 



BraunPrize                                                      
1972 
 
From the archives 
 
 

6/14 
/ 

Braun Prize 1972 - 3rd Prize 
 
Hospital bed 
 
DM 5.000  
 
Jury's analysis 
 
This design proposal for a hospital bed is a realistic 
response to a raft of current and ever-increasing problems 
facing hospitals. 
 
As well as allowing the doctor to access the bed easily 
from all sides, this design will be appreciated by nursing 
and ancillary staff for the ease with which it can be 
adjusted, maintained and cleaned. 
 
Further benefits of this concept include time savings when 
the bed is being transported, easier disinfection 
procedures and the reduction in scarce and costly storage 
space required. 
 
Despite the large number of components required by the 
design, the overall impression created by the bed is one 
of remarkable lightness and elegance - qualities which are 
also compatible with the psychological needs of the 
patient. 
 

 

 
 

Designer 
Mordechai Rotenberg (Israel)  
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Braun Prize 1972 – Special Recognition Award 
Camera-Projector system 
 

  Designer Peter Schneider       
 
Braun Prize 1972 – Special Recognition Award 
Micrometer 
 
 
Designer 
Ferdinand Greiner 

  
 
Braun Prize 1972 – Special Recognition Award 
Gynecological examination station 
 
 
 
 

 Designer Helge Hoeing 
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Braun Prize 1972 – Special Recognition Award 
Low-pressure welding torch 
 
 

 Designer Michael Schwarz 
 
 

 
Braun Prize 1972 – Special Recognition Award 
Urban delivery vehicle 
 
Designer 
Matthias Peschke 
 

 
Braun Prize 1972 – Special Recognition Award 
Gymnastics apparatus 
 
 
Designer 
Dirk Schrnauser 
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Braun Prize 1972 – Special Recognition Award 
Automatic analysis system 
 

  Designer Bernd Scholz  
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Braun Prize 1972 – Jury members 
 

 

  Dr. Fritz Eichler (Braun AG)  
 

 

 Prof. Herberf Lindinger (Frankfurt/M.)  
 

 

Alf Boe, M.A. (Oslo) Photo unavailable  
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Braun Prize 1972 – „Betriebsspiegel 1972“ 
 
Ausgabe 7/72 
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Ausgabe 7/72 
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Ausgabe 8/72 
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